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Volleyball New Brunswick  

Annual General Meeting Agenda 

September 24th, 2020 at 6:30 – Zoom 
 

1. Call to Order 
2. Welcome to New Members and Guests 
3. Voting Eligibility-Constitution 
4. Agenda-Any other Business 
5. Approval of the Agenda  
6. Minutes of the Previous Annual Meeting 
7. Approval of the Minutes 
8. Annual Reports from the President (Randy Wilson) 
9. Annual Reports from Executive Director (Michaela Allaby) 
10. Annual Reports from Program Coordinator (Abby Rivington) 
11. Annual Reports from Technical Director (Jeff Rand) 
12. Approval of Annual Reports 
13. Annual Report from the Treasurer (Mel Gallant) 
14. Approval of the financial statement and Treasurer Report 
15. Committee Reports 

15.1 Age-Class Committee (Nic Bouche) 
15.2 Senior Committee (Joy Porter) 
15.3 High Performance Female Committee (Monette Boudreau-Carroll) 
15.4 High Performance Male Committee (Dan McMorran) 
15.5 Coaches Committee (Christine Biggs) 
15.6 Beach Committee (Abby Rivington) 
15.7 Referees Committee (Pat Thorne/Matt van Raalte) 
15.8 Club Development Committee (Steve Lanteigne) 

16. Approval of Committee Reports 
17. Province of New Brunswick Consultant Statement  
18. Other Business 
19. Appointment of Board Chairs (2020-2022) 

19.1 Indoor Age-Class Competitions Chair, Nic Boucher 
19.2 High Performance Chair - Female, Monette Boudreau-Carroll  
19.3 Referees Chair, Pat Throne  
19.4 Outdoor Competitions Chair, Vacant  

20. Election of New Executive Positions (2020-2022) 
20.1 President  
20.2 Secretary  

21. 2020 AGM - Date and location 
21.1 September 25th, 2021 

22. Ajournement 
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2019 Annual General Meeting Minutes 
 
Attendees: 
Randy Wilson- President 
Ryley Boldon- Vice President 
Abby Rivington- Program Coordinator  
James Cress- Past President 
Melanie Gallant- Treasurer 
Melanie Desjardins Mallet- Secretary 
Joy Porter (Senior Chair) 
Jack Lawson 
Natasha Dubé 
Monica Hitchcock (VC Board) 
Sarah Thomas 
Nic Boucher (Age class chair) 
Jason Parker (Coach Chair) 
Christine Powers-Tomsons (Gov. Cons) 
Pat Thorne (Officials chair) 
Dan McMoran (HP Chair) 
Alex Watson  

1. Call to Order – 2:03 pm 
2. Welcome to New Members and Guests – Randy: Addresses outgoing ED, by welcoming 

Michaela who will be starting in the ED position as of October 7th. 
3. Voting Eligibility-Constitution: Randy reads through constitution.  
4. Agenda-Any other Business: none 
5. Approval of the Agenda: Motion for approval: Pat Thorne, seconded by Jason Parker. 
6. Minutes of the Previous Annual Meeting: Minutes are missing.  
7. Approval of the Minutes- Pass 
8. Annual Reports from the President (Randy Wilson): Randy would like to thank Marc White 

and Paige for all their hard work and their contribution to VNB. We wish them well in their 
new endeavors. Summarizes REPORT (see report p.4). 

9. Annual Reports from Executive Director (Abby Rivington for ED): Summarizes report (see 
report p.5) 

10. Annual Reports from Program Coordinator (Abby Rivington): Summarizes report (see p. 6-
8) 

11. Annual Reports from Grassroots Coordinator (Abby Rivington for Paige Paulsen): see p. 9 
12. Approval of Annual Reports – Motion by Dan McMorran, seconded by Abby Rivington 
13. Annual Report from the Treasurer (Mel Gallant): We budgeted to be net zero but had net 

income. So things are looking good so far for this year.  
14. Approval of the financial statement and Treasurer Report: Motioned by Mel Gallant, 

seconded by Nic Boucher 
15. Committee Reports 

15.1 Age-Class Committee: Nic Boucher (see report p. 12), national participation was 
down. On the flip side strong NB presence at Atlantics. 
Randy thanks Nic for his hard work. 

15.2 Senior Committee: Joy Porter. Agrees to continue as Senior Chair (see report 
p.13): Brings up that senior athletes had to miss provincials because of conflicts 
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with coaching schedules. Also has a hard time finding teams to host. On the 
men’s side, they are planning to keep it an Atlantic league. Some NS women’s 
team have contacted Joy to possibly partake in our tournaments. Seeding 
tournament will be in November rather then October.  

15.3 High Performance Female Committee: Monette regrets – pass- report p. 14 
15.4 High Performance Male Committee: Dan McMorran (see report p. 15-16): Only 

4 teams 15 U. Sent 4 to Team Atlantic. Dan feels a conversation is needed about 
VNB Elite philosophies. He knows that the PEP program, for many reasons, 
hasn’t gotten off the ground, which he doesn’t think is a bad thing if it wasn’t 
properly panned. 

Questions: 
Natasha Dubé: do we plan on continuing with financial help for Team Atlantic athletes?  
Randy and James answer: we need to have a MOU moving forward. So we are looking into 
that, because the costs were high and outside of what had been budgeted.  
Natasha asks what the plan for Canada Games is. Female coach to be named shortly. 
Recruiting will need to happen for men’s coaches. Ryley assumes that the format will be 
similar to past CG, that 12 to 16 athletes would be training as of this summer, but that is to 
be determined once coaches are appointed.  
 
15.5 Coaches Committee: Jason (see report p.19): He thinks we need a better 

database for contacting coaches. Stepping down as coaching chair, as he will be 
focusing on other sports and his family.  

Questions: 
Alex Watson: how are we keeping track of coaching certification? 
Abby: The Locker, an online database keeps track. Abby also has a spreadsheet for criminal 
records. Alex asks if it is efficient. We have no choice to use The Locker, it’s a national 
database.  
Natasha asks if she needs to contact Abby to find out requirements for her club coaches.  
James: The pathways exist.  
Alex: What was in place for coaching workshops before Christmas? Would like a level 1 
because of new coaches. Ryley suggested that he call the office and book a clinic. 
Pat: Asked why we only have three facilitators now?  
It`s because the rules changed from VC. Our facilitators could run clinics to train more 
facilitators 
15.6 Beach Committee: Amber - Randy said to review the report (p.17) as Amber is 

not here and asked if there were any questions - none 
15.7 Officials Committee: Pat – see report p.21-22. Big focus of symposium was 

SafeSport. Everyone needs to get on the same page and get onboard with this 
SafeSport philosophy.  

15.8 Club Development Committee: Steve - Randy said to review their report (p.20) 
as Steve is not here and asked if there were any questions - none 

16. Approval of Committee Reports: Motion put forth Dan McMorran- seconded by Joy Porter 
17. Monica Hitchcock (VC board of directors): last face to face meeting in Ottawa, possible next 

meeting in BC at the Women’s VC Richmond facility. Her term is coming to an end in June 
2020. She thinks it would be important to get another member from the Atlantic Provinces 
to be nominated to this board. 
Volleyball in Canada is still thriving. VC Canada nationals had a record 962 teams. Monica 
and James both volunteered as VC reps at 14U atlantics. The 2020 Nationals are in 
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Edmonton. It has been hinted that some courts may be available for seniors/Masters. 
Qualifiers for the Tokyo Summer Olympics in full swing. 
VC strategic plan ends in 2020, as a board they are keeping a close eye on it. VC continues to 
be heavily involved and supportive of SafeSport. Monica thanks VNB for helping to grow and 
promote volleyball in our province.  

18. Province of New Brunswick Consultant Statement: Christine Powers-Tomsons – Shares that 
she believes Michaela will be a good fit as the new ED. Also adds the SafeSport movement 
should be a focus.  
James asks if there is any funding available for SafeSport. Christine answers there may be 
some potential funding …  

19. Other Business 
19.1 none 

20. Elections of New Executive/Board Positions 
20.1 Vice-President (2019-2021) – Ryley stands 
20.2 Treasurer (2019-2021)- Melanie Gallant stands 
20.3 Competitions Chair, Indoor-Senior (2019-2021) Joy Porter stands 
20.4 High Performance Chair Male (2019-2021) 
20.5 Coaching Chair (2019-2021) Jason Parker is moving on, Christine Biggs will be 

the new Coaching Chair  
21. 2020 AGM - Date and location 

21.1 September 26, 2020 
22. Adjournment: 3:27 pm 

Motion put forth by Abby, seconded by Jason Parker. 
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President’s Report 
 
On behalf of VNB’s Executive Committee and the Board of Directors, I would like to begin by thanking 
Michaela Allaby, our Executive Director.  She has almost completed one year as VNB’s leader and has 
done a tremendous job guiding us through this unprecedented time.  Thank you, Michaela!  We would 
also like to thank Abby Rivington, Program Coordinator, and Jeff Rand, Technical Director.  The VNB staff 
has worked well together over this last year. 
 
I would like to recognize Monica Hitchcock for her tremendous service as a member of Volleyball 
Canada’s Board of Directors.  Monica’s six-year term has come to an end. She was given high praise at 
Volleyball Canada’s AGM for her dedication, passion and vision for the betterment of our sport.  I would 
like to thank Monica for her continued involvement in our sport since her retirement from the National 
Team! 
 
COVID-19 has had a huge impact on the day to day operations at VNB. The VNB staff and the Return to 
Play Committee worked diligently to create Return to Volleyball Plans for Indoor and Outdoor Volleyball.  
We understand that this has impacted our membership and we continue to work hard to advocate for 
our members and our sport throughout the Province.  We would like to thank our membership for their 
patience and understanding as we continue to push forward!   
 
We are dedicated to the safety our members through Volleyball Canada’s Safe Sport initiative.  We ask 
that all members please understand the training is very important.  As a collective group, we feel a sense 
of responsibility to provide a safe environment for our athletes, coaches, referees and volunteers. 
In closing, I would like to thank Christine Powers-Tomsons, and the Sport and Recreation Branch for 
their ongoing financial support and guidance.  I would also like to thank the Executive Committee and 
Board of Directors.  Together we have dedicated many hours working towards the betterment of 
Volleyball in NB.  I hope you are all staying safe and in good health. 

 
 
Randy Wilson 
President 
Volleyball New Brunswick  
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Executive Director’s Report 
 
As we look back over the past year, VNB has come a long way. Our membership has continued to increase 
each year, reflecting the appeal and popularity of our sport throughout New Brunswick. We welcomed 
strong participation in all our programs, and we continue to seek new and creative ways of supporting 
and providing opportunities for individuals to play, coach or referee.  
 
The 2019-2020 season represented a change in leadership when I joined VNB in October. I would like to 
thank Abby Rivington, Marc White, and the Board for their support during the transition. Finally, I would 
like to thank all VNB’s members, staff and Board for welcoming me so warmly. The achievements in this 
Annual Report are shared by all our members, clubs and partnerships that make up our volleyball 
community.  
 
Our staff grew this past year with the hiring of Jeff Rand as a part-time Technical Director. Jeff’s primary 
focus is on coach development, elementary volleyball, Provincial Team Programming and the Provincial 
Excellence Program.  
 
Indoor Club Season was successful again this past year. We had a record 116 teams register for our Age-
Class Provincials which represented the largest number in VNB history. I would like to thank VNB’s clubs 
for their continued focus on grassroots programs to help grow the sport in the province.  
 
VNB will continue to abide by Volleyball Canada’s Coaching Standards by participating in the Responsible 
Coaching Movement. We are also committed to the safety of our participants by ensuring our coaches 
have Police Record Checks and are certified in Safe Sport training.  
 
Due to the unforeseen circumstances of COVID-19, VNB faced an unprecedented spring and summer of 
new challenges which resulted in the cancelation of our programs. Consequently, in addition to 
maintaining our relationship with the Sport and Recreation Branch and Sport NB, we have developed new 
relationships with Public Health and WorkSafe NB. As COVID-19 guidelines and restrictions evolve, we will 
continue to foster these relationships to continue to adapt and improve our programs and services in New 
Brunswick. 
 
As the safety of our members has always been paramount, I would like to thank our membership for their 
patience and concern during an incredibly challenging year. Finally, thank you as well to the Executive 
Committee and Board Members for their support. It has been a privilege to work collaboratively during 
this last year. 
 

 
 
Michaela Allaby 
Executive Director 
Volleyball New Brunswick 
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Program Coordinator’s Report 
 

Age-Class Provincials 
This year saw a record-breaking number of teams at Provincials, with 116.  Scheduling this tournament 
was difficult given the 3-day limit and only 10 courts available at the Coliseum.  As VNB continues to 
grow, it is now time to look at additional space for our flagship event. 
 

• Indoor Age-Class Leagues 
o Female: 13U, 14U, 15U, 16U, 18U 
o Male: 14U, 16U, 18U 

• Indoor Age-Class Provincials 
o Total Teams: 116 

 

Triple Ball 

Age Class # of Teams Participated 

13U 12 

 

Female Age-Class Prov. Breakdown  Male Age-Class Prov. Breakdown 

Age Class # of Teams Participated  Age Class # of Teams Participated 

14UF 22  16UM 9 

15UF 20  18UM 6 

16UF 18    

18UF 22    
 

Senior Indoor Leagues 
Senior Women’s League 
VNB hosted its seeding tournament in November in Woodstock- it was a 1 day event.  We decided to go 
back to a true Seeding Tournament this year and not have teams register in a division prior to the 
tournament. 
 

Division 1 Female 4 

Division 2 Female 14 

 
Senior Men’s League (MVL): 
There were no Senior Men’s tournaments this year. We were planning on running a Men’s Open the 
same weekend as Senior Provincials, however due to COVID-19 we were forced to cancel the 
tournament. 
 
Senior Provincials:  
Senior Provincials were cancelled due to COVID-19.  They were scheduled to take place at the end of 
April in Fredericton.   

 
Jack Lawson Middle School Cup 

Registrations and planning for the Jack Lawson Middle School were well underway until we were again 
forced to cancel one of our favourite events of the year.  The tournament was scheduled to take place 
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May 15th, 16th, and 17th.  Registrations were on track to meet our 2019 registrations numbers.  The 
venue has currently booked for 2021 and we are looking into creative ways to be able to provide 
something for this age group!  

VNB Provincial Team Summer Program 
All VNB Provincial Team Programs were cancelled in 2020 due to COVID-19. In May, in conjunction with 
the Canada Games coaches, we reached out to all the athletes who are within the eligible age and began 
providing them with a training program to keep them engaged.  We received a lot of positive feedback 
from this.  
 
We then transitioned into virtual sessions through Zoom that began in July and finished up in late 
August.  At this point VNB was able to secure gym time at Crandall University and hosted our first in- 
person training. 
 

Beach Volleyball 
We wanted to close out this unusual summer in a fun way, so in August, VNB ran the 1st Annual “VNB By 
the Beach” tournament.  This was a tournament for Senior Teams, and it took place at the Willie O’Ree 
Courts in Fredericton.  We had 8 women’s teams and 5 male teams participate during the day.  Hoping 
to grow from this for next summer! 
 

Social Media 
Activity on our Website continues to grow, with heaviest traffic days during last year’s Provincials.  Our 
social media numbers have also grown. 
 
During the 2018/2019 season, VNB had 3634 followers on Facebook.  Over the last year, Facebook now 
has 3821 followers.  Our Facebook page mainly targets parents/guardians, coaches, referees therefore 
we design our posts based on our main users.  
 
Instagram now reaches 1455 followers, most of which are our athletes, therefore we focus our posts on 
that page towards that demographic.  
 
In the Spring, we used our social media to ensure our membership stayed engaged: 

• Workout Wednesday: every Wednesday, we posted on our Facebook page a workout for the 
athletes to try 

• This or That: through Instagram, we created a “This or That” graphic where we asked our 
followers to select from two different options and tag us in the post.  This was very successful 
and had athletes from all over the province, university athletes and teams participate. 

 Example: beach or indoor, float or spin serve, etc. 

• We asked our membership to send in videos of them playing volleyball in quarantine, a trick 
shot, etc., for us to post on our social media 

 We received a lot of submissions and even some from past VNB employees as well as a 
few Board Members 

 
 
 
Abby Rivington 
Program Coordinator 
Volleyball New Brunswick  
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Technical Director’s Report 
 

Coaching Funding 
VNB applied for the funding opportunities, however these applications have since been put on hold due 
to COVID-19: 
 

• GO NB Technical Funding Application 

• GO NB Physical Literacy Funding Application 

• GO NB Women in Sport Funding Application 
 

Canada Games 
Indoor 
In consultation with the Canada Games Coach Selection Committee, interviewed and selected the 
Indoor Team Coaches.  Once the Head Coaches were selected, worked along side them to select the 
Assistant Coaches and Managers for the Games. 
 

Coaching Staff 

Male Team Female Team 

Head Coach Garrett West Head Coach Geoff Mabey 

Assistant Coach John Roussy Assistant Coach Kim Colpitts 

Manager Kyle Holder Manager Suzanne Landers 

 
Collaborated with Michaela to build the VNB Team Plan for the Canada Summer Games. Tryouts for the 
two teams were put on hold due to COVID-19, looking forward to hosting the first round of Open tryouts 
in October for the 2022 Games/ VNB PEP Program.  
 
In an effort to keep the eligible athletes engaged over the summer, I worked with the coaches to build 
and execute virtual training for any interested Canada Games athletes.  As we entered Phase 3 of the 
Return to Indoor Volleyball Plan, VNB was able to secure gym time at Crandall University to begin in-
person training.  To ensure that the training was safe and following the VNB Return to Play guidelines, I 
helped the coaches navigate the document and design in-person training. 
 
Beach 
VNB worked with interested Beach Volleyball Coaches, Paige Paulsen and Christine Biggs to create 
programming and timelines for Beach Provincial Team Training.  After this, VNB attempted to execute 
beach provincial team training upon entering into Phase 4 of the Return to Outdoor Volleyball Plan.  The 
registration numbers were too low to run the program. 
 
The 2022 Canada Summer Games Beach Volleyball Coaches were selected: 
 

Coaching Staff 

Male Team Female Team 

Connor McConnell Paige Paulsen 
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Coach Education 
Worked with Abby to build on the Club Coaches’ Certification Master List.  This is an ongoing project as 
new Head Coaches join every year.   
 
VNB was forced to cancel two of our Coach Workshops in March and April.  The idea shifted to doing 
them online, and we worked with Volleyball Canada to build the online Development Coach Workshop. 
Examined the possibility of building the Advanced Development online coaching clinic with NLVA. This 
proved to be too difficult to create due to in person time required with athletes.  

 
Athlete Pathway 

Contacted High Performance Coaches, and with their assistance, built an athlete pathway.  This will be 
used to guide athletes who are interested in competing in High Performance volleyball in New 
Brunswick. 

 
 
Jeff Rand 
Technical Director 
Volleyball New Brunswick 
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Age-Class Report 
 
This season ran very smoothly.  There were very little issues that arose.   
 
In the Triple Ball category, VNB decided to make it coed.  Therefore, the boys would play the girls.  There 
were only a few boys’ teams so this decision made sense, as the skill and strength are very comparable. 
 
This year had 116 registered for Provincials which were held at the Moncton Coliseum in early 
December.  
 
Here are the provincial champions for each age class: 
 

Age Class Category Champion 

Triple Ball  Kaboom 

14UF Reds 

15UF Reds 

16UF Reds 

18UF Reds 

14UM Reds Crimson 

16UM VNE 

18UM Dynamite 

 
This year due to the COVID pandemic no teams participated in Volleyball Canada Nationals.  Hoping for a 
good New Brunswick turnout at 2021 Nationals.  The upcoming Nationals will be held in numerous 
cities. 
 

 
 

 
 
Nic Boucher 
Age Class Chair 
Volleyball New Brunswick 
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Senior Report 
 
The 2019-2020 season was not a typical season and could be described as starting out a bit rocky in 
October and ending abruptly in March.   
 
With many transitions within VNB management happening in late August, there were some struggles with 
finding a good location for the seeding tournament held in November.  We were able to secure the 
Woodstock area for this event, however the weekend was not ideal for some teams as the weather was 
inclement and travel was a struggle.  There was a significant amount of complaints received around the 
location, timing and facilities throughout the weekend.  We were able to make the weekend work and did 
send out a communication to the Women’s teams shortly after to maintain open dialogue around the 
event.  We received some great feedback and suggestions that we plan to implement once restrictions 
around COVID are lifted or we transition to the phase where team play is allowed.  The main points would 
be around a central location for NB, ensure sufficient notification of the date so everyone can work with 
their teams, continue with the 1 day style and ensure any teams that cannot make it but still want to 
participate in the season that there is protocol around that.   
 
All weekends were left open as options for tournaments again this past season which all divisions really 
liked.  They were happy to see a higher level of management around weekends and tournaments to 
ensure that there was only 1 per division on a weekend in a particular location to ensure maximum 
participation. We did notice that some women’s teams were still struggling with finding enough players 
or attending tournaments that were scheduled.  One of the goals this season is to ensure that VNB helps 
where possible to match players with teams looking for individuals.  That way new people to the area or 
women that are no longer playing league ball or have finished University will have avenues to continue 
playing at a higher level in NB. 
 
The Sr. A Men will continue this season with a tournament-based structure.  The format of the Atlantic Sr. 
Men’s – including NS and NF will continue to ensure all interested players have the ability to play as that 
seemed to go very well for the past couple of seasons.  It allowed the men’s side to expand a bit and bring 
new teams and younger players.  We continue to strive to keep the Sr. B Men engaged via invitations to 
tournaments or providing an avenue where they participate or conduct tournaments in parallel with VNB 
tournaments.  They were very happy to be involved and the experience was positive.  I believe this season 
we will see at least 1 to 2 Sr. B Men’s team participate in tournaments and provincials for the first time in 
over 5 years.  We are going to continue to work with that area to have them participate more and more 
in upcoming VNB events. 
 
The Sr. Open went very well this past season as usual.  Everyone loves the format, the location and the 
amount of games they have during the weekend.  Obviously, the social aspect is always a huge part of 
the weekend and did not disappoint.   
 

The season ended early with minimal tournaments and no provincials to end the 2019/20 season.  We 

continue to communicate with the Sr. Volleyball community as we move forward with VNB’s plan to return 

to play.  All are hoping to see a shortened season to start potentially in January 2021. 

 

Joy Porter 
Senior Competitions Chair 
Volleyball New Brunswick  
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High Performance Report – Female 
 

Canada Games 
Geoff Mabey and his staff have been busy throughout these restrictive past few months with their 
training group.  Athletes were given a training program to work on in isolation, but aside from this, the 
following are some initiatives they have been busy with throughout the summer:  
 

• July 13th and 15th– initial Zoom call with groups 

• July 20th and 22nd - Zoom call with groups 

• July 28th – Zoom call with invited guest 

• August 5th – Zoom call  

• August 17th – Final Zoom call 

• September 12th – Training at Crandall University 

• September 19th – Training at Crandall University 
 
National Excellence Program 
Volleyball Canada hosted tryouts for the National Excellence Program in February.  VNB sent five 
athletes to the tryouts: 

• Annik Boldon 

• Talia Nixon 

• Jasmine Allain 

• Anne Paquette 

• Charlie Benoit 
 
Unfortunately, none of the NB athletes were selected to the Program, however, they enjoyed the 
experience and were thankful for the opportunity. 
 
Beach 
Efforts to host a Beach Provincial Team this past summer but were unable due to low registrations.   
 
Eastern Elites 
VNB is scheduled to host Eastern Elites next summer, if all goes according to plan. 

 
 
 
Monette Boudreau-Carroll 
High Performance Chair 
Volleyball New Brunswick 
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High Performance Report – Male  
 

Canada Games 
Garrett West and his staff have been busy throughout these restrictive past few months with their 
training group.  Athletes were given a training program to work on in isolation, but aside from this, the 
following are some initiatives they have been busy with throughout the summer: 
 

• July 14th – initial Zoom call with group 

• July 28th – Zoom call with invited guest, Vincent Pichette (former ass’t coach Team Canada) 

• August 11th – Zoom call – breaking film down 

• August 30th – Training at Crandall University 

• September 12th – Training at Crandall University 

• September 26th – Training at Crandall University 
 
U19 Team Canada 2020 – Virtual Program 
Volleyball Canada named an extended roster of 30 athletes to take part in virtual training that would 
include support from Team Canada staff on technical, tactical, physical and mental skill development 
throughout this summer.  Congratulations to Julien Phillips (Fredericton, NB) for being selected to this 
program. 
 
Beach 
Efforts to host a Beach Provincial Team this past summer but were unable due to low registrations. 
 
Eastern Elites 
VNB is scheduled to host Eastern Elites next summer, if all goes according to plan. 
 
Next Up 
Continued Canada Games training / Age class league to start in December. 
 
 
Thank You 
A big thanks to all those involved in keeping the ship afloat during these past few difficult months.  Your 
work has been crucial to this organization and has not gone unnoticed. 

 
    
 

Dan McMorran  
High Performance Chair- Male  
Volleyball New Brunswick 
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Beach Volleyball Report 
 

Return to Outdoor Volleyball Plan 
The Return to Outdoor Volleyball Plan was built by the Return to Play Committee in June and was 
released to the public in July.  The Plan started in Phase 3 but was able to move into Phase 4 in August. 

 
VNB Provincial Team Beach Program 
In an effort to grow the sport of Beach Volleyball in NB, VNB created a three-week beach program, due 
to lack of interest we were forced to cancel the program.  We look forward to working with coaches and 
athletes to draw interest in beach volleyball and to host a similar program next summer. 

 
Atlantic Beach Tour and Atlantics 
Did not happen this year due to COVID. 

 
Beach Nationals 
Did not happen this year due to COVID. Volleyball Canada has already rescheduled the event for 2021 
and VNB looks forward to sending teams to the event. 

 
VNB By the Beach Tournament 
VNB hosted a Senior Beach tournament in Fredericton on August 29th – the 1st By the Beach Tournament 
in Fredericton at the Willie O’Ree Courts.  We had 8 female teams and 5 male teams play.  The weather 
held off for the tournament and it was a successful day.  Looking forward to hosting it next summer! 
 
Recommendations 

• Summer student needs more support at VNB beach events: assistance with setup, sign-in, etc 

• Better communication between provinces to ensure standardization: registration, fees, rankings 

• Better marketing of Beach Tournaments 

• Recruit beach referees: VNB should work closely with VNBOA to certify beach referees in the 
province 

 
 
Michaela Allaby & Abby Rivington   
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Coaching Development Report 
 
Limited due to COVID, but adjustments were made to offer things online and keep progressing and 
organizing info at the offices. 
 
Workshops 

• October 2019: Development Coach Workshop 
o 5 attendees  

• May 2019: Development Coach Workshop (Virtual) 
o 7 attendees 

 
VNB had to cancel two workshops in March and April due to COVID-19, however we were able to 
reschedule the one in March to May. 

 
Database 
A database has been created through Google Drive to keep track all of the coach certifications and 
criminal record checks. 

 
Safe Sport Training 
VC is now mandating that ALL coaches are Safe Sport certified.  Trying to get everyone to do this is 
difficult however, it is FREE and doesn’t take much time.  Offered online through the Locker. 

 
Other 
Discussions/support from VNB to coaches working in contexts with new restrictions and regulations, as 
well as general PD.  Newsletter or resource sharing. Format needs some thinking.  
 

 
 
Christine Biggs 
Chair of Coaching Development 
Volleyball New Brunswick 
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Club Development Report 
  

Club development as a committee was created with a goal of trying to use clubs as an avenue to help 
VNB realize its strategic goals. As club leaders play a major role in implementing VNB tactics, this 
approach allowed the clubs to make measurable progress against these goals and provide “boots on the 
ground” feedback to VNB in terms of their implement-ability. In line with this role, the clubs are facing 
some tough challenges due to COVID which could threaten whether clubs cease to operate either in the 
short term or fail to restart at all. 
  
Success of a club is largely based on two main factors: reliable volunteers and access to facilities. 
  
From a volunteer perspective, most clubs have benefited from “repeatability”. Investing in tools and 
repeat volunteers to help with administration has made standing up programs each year manageable 
given the small number of volunteers at the administrative level in the clubs. COVID has introduced 
some major challenges as expected. New processes mean that tools are less effective. Responsibilities 
fall on volunteers who are at or near their volunteer threshold. Risk mitigation for COVID, cleaning 
procedures, operational constraints has all proven to increase the workload. VNB needs to be cognisant 
of the volunteer workload as the membership is dependent on it unfortunately, volunteering is still 
considered a luxury and is often the first to be trimmed when folks are taxed. 
  
Facilities are also proving to be a major barrier. With the school’s deciding to limit use of the gym to 
community groups, most clubs do not have places to train. For willing clubs, some have explored and 
discovered other alternatives such as churches and other private venues. However, each facility has its 
own unique constraints and some responsibilities as facility operators is failing to the tenants (the 
clubs). For those who are fortunate to find alternate arrangements, many of the volunteers had to focus 
on establishing new courts and training facilities which has also increased the volunteer load. 
  
As a club development committee, engagement continues to be a third barrier. Although there is some 
evidence that clubs work together to share ideas, most are heads down as club administrators are 
coaches that administer on the side. There has been little time to share. 
  
With all of this mind, I am not confident that we will see growth this year and need to prepare for losing 
clubs. Loss of a club means a significant percentage of membership is at risk and will have a direct 
correlation to VNB. 
  
Despite the doom and gloom, volunteers are proving to be resilient and the competitive spirit of 
volleyball players is shining through. We are seeing evidence of programmers finding a way to make this 
work. Moving forward, the club development committee will direct our focus toward conservation of 
club programming to ensure our survival as a local group and also as a volleyball community as a whole. 
We will strive to work together as clubs to keep the sport healthy in lite of the pandemic. We will 
collaborate with club leaders do our part to ensure that our sport wins this match. 

 
 
Steve Lanteigne 
VNB Club Development Committee Chair 
Volleyball New Brunswick 
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Officials Chair Report 
 
This year will go down in history with COVID 19 – and through this, our VNB Officials Association 
continues to grow, this is illustrated by our registration numbers which stands at 220 members. Our 
growth is largely due to the dedication of our Zone Assigning Officers, The Executive and the strong 
support of the our VNB Executive.  We are also extremely fortunate to have strong support from both of 
our universities and colleges.  Our stakeholders look at the bigger picture, whereas, they recognize that 
they are not only developing their athletes and building programs, they also want to provide support in 
developing referees – this is crucial for our referee committee, and we thank them for this.    
 
2019 Summer Events 
This past summer VNBOA was heavily involved in volleyball across the world.  Matt van Raalte was in 
Peru and in Colorado for International Events.  In between those trips Pat Thorne and Matt were 
Supervisors for the Canada Cup in Halifax NS.  NB was able to send ten referees to this event as well 
which was a great opportunity for development in our province. 

 
2019 September 
In September the VNBOA hosted an Officials Symposium which saw Scott McLean from Alberta as our 
guest speaker.  We had over 30 referees attend this event from across the province.  Along with this 
event we hosted a Zone Assignor meeting in person for the first time in many years.  This allowed the 
VNBOA to hear the voices and concerns from across the province.  VNBOA welcomed two new Zone 
Assignors to the fold in September as well. 
 
There were two level 2 clinics in the province in September as well (Bathurst – 6 referees and 
Fredericton – 5 referees) along with one level 1 clinic in the Miramichi (6 referees). 
 
The 2019 Annual VNB awards ceremony was held in September 2019, which was a huge success on the 
official’s side. Referee Award recipients were: 

❖ Jean Paul Demers – VNB Referee Dedication  
❖ Jean Paul Demers – VC Referee Dedication  
❖ Pat Thorne – VNB Lifetime Membership Award  
❖ Matt van Raalte – VC Denis Pomeroy Leadership Award 
❖ Randy Wilson – VC Lifetime Membership Award 
❖ Zone Referee Award Winners  

• Zone 1 – Marc Michaud 

• Zone 2 – Sofia Saad  

• Zone 3 – Adora Rooyakkers 

• Zone 4 – Dawn McKinney 

• Zone 5 – Noemie Brideau 

• Zone 6 – Jason Harris 

• Zone 7 – Samuel Hachey 

• Zone 8 – No Official of the Year 

• Zone 9  - Florius Boudreau 
 
In addition, Jen Brown attended the Ottawa Classic to continue her journey in becoming a Level 4 
Referee.  We would like to thank the OVA and Andrew Cameron for keeping this door open from year to 
year. 
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2019 October – November 
This is our busy time of the year for referees as it is our VNB age class season along with Usport and 
CCAA matches.  VNBOA continued to support and development their level 3 referees and up-coming 
level 3 referees during this time.  UNB hosted the Women’s league Interlock in November which allowed 
our referees practice for the upcoming CCAA Men’s Championships in March. 
 
Matt van Raalte was able to referee four matches in Toronto to continue his development as a level 5 
referee.  Once again thank you so much to Jennifer Adams and Andrew Robb for allowing this to 
continue year in and year out.  Greatly appreciated. 
 
Jen Brown also attended the Level 4 Theory Clinic in November.   Jen loved this opportunity, this was a 
great weekend with some fantastic feedback for Jenn as she continues to grow her skill sets. 
 

2019 December 
VNB hosts both of their flagship tournaments during this month and they continue to grow.  The Senior 
Open has become one of the premier events in Atlantic Canada and allows our referees to gain much 
needed experience at all levels.   This has become one of the key components for Level 3 Referees. 
 
VNB also hosts the Age Class Provincials which continues to grow, and we are running out of room in the 
ten-court facility – not a bad problem ☺.  We were able to provide some referees their level 2 floor test 
at this event. 
 

2020 January – February 
VNBOA continued with the USport and CCAA matches.  A concern is the decline in Senior Volleyball in 
the province.  This use to be a development area for our referees but those leagues seem to be slipping 
away. 
 
There was a level 1 clinic held in Bathurst (18 referees), which is great for the Northern part of our 
province, which continues to grow. 
 
VNBOA held a Level 3 clinic in Fredericton with had 6 referees attend the theory portion of the clinic.  
This was a group effort with JP Demers, Pat Thorne, Randy Wilson and Matt van Raalte providing the 
clinic to these referees. 
 

2020 March 
We had some highlights in March before the season came to a halt.  Matt van Raalte attended the AUS 
Women’s Semi-Finals in Halifax.  MTA hosted the ACAA Championships and STU hosted the CCAA Men’s 
National Championships where Darren Doucette was assigned as an official and Pat Thorne was assigned 
as one of the VC Referee Supervisors.  These events continue to help this small province grow in 
experience.  Matt van Raalte was chosen to attend the Women’s USport National Championships in 
Calgary that were cancelled once he arrived.  As I said this year will go down in the history books.   
 
Due to COVID, VNBOA had to cancel our Middle School Classic, we were on track to host our largest 
event of having 40 teams registered.  In addition, we also had to cancel our Level 1 clinics that were to 
be in Saint John, (15), Moncton (5) and Fredericton (30) – we are hopeful that we bounce back for these 
clinics in 2021 . 
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Fundraising Events 
These two events are put together to provide some financial support for Out-of-Province referee travel, 
these are both coordinated by Matt van Raalte. 

• VNBOA Annual Age Class Tournament – October 8, 2019 

• VNBOA Middle School Classic – March 28, 2020 – Cancelled due to COVID 19 
 

Our Challenges 
The ongoing challenge is to constantly search out quality match and tournament play to help our 
referees continue to grow.  This requires a linkage to our friends in Atlantic Canada and across Canada.  
It is important to note that when we do reach out to our friends they are always helpful which is and will 
always be greatly appreciated. 
 

Our Growth Goals 

• To continue the programs that are currently in place for referee development 

• To create a pipeline for upcoming referees in the national program 

• To continue to support rural areas of the province in referee development opportunities 

• To continue to build on Safe Sport and communication with our referees around this concept. 
 

GRATITUDE – we are not an island upon ourselves 

• Thanks to our VNB Executive (Randy, Riley, Melanie G, Melanie D, & James) and our VNB office 
staff (Michaela, Abby & Jeff) without their strong support and guidance both on the financial 
side and human resource side, it would be very difficult to function and thrive.  They take the 
phrase “we are in this together” to a whole new level.   

• Thanks to the NBIAA, UNB Fredericton, UNB Saint John, UdeM, STU, Crandall, and MTA for your 
continued support of referee development  

• Thanks to Scott Borys as the NOC for his strong leadership and support having a strong 
leadership core at the national level and have that extended into our Province and into Atlantic 
Canada is extremely vital to our referee development programs. 

• Thanks to VC – Ryan Bunyan for his support at the national office.  

• Thanks to friends in Atlantic Canada – we need to continue to work together to help improve 
the quality of service to our members and maintain that level of consistency so that our referees 
can grow and excel. 

• Thank you to OVA for allowing our referees opportunities to grow their skills within your 
province 

• A HUGE THANK YOU to VNB Referee Executive – we are a small group (Pat, Matt, JP, Randy, Peter, Jen, & 
Mark), but we all take on a role for the development of referees and support of one another.   

• Thanks to the VNB Zone Assigning Officers (Rita, Pat, Matt, Jen, Mark, Carla, Marc, Mae &  
Glenda) who continue to be leaders in their zones and are on the front lines working with 
referees and all of our partners.  

• Thanks to the coaches, the players and the families -  
 

The names above are not just names to us – they are friends and family who continually work 
together, 

 laugh together and support one another, not just for referee development but for the development 
of volleyball for the greater good of all.   
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Lastly and certainly not least, we would be remiss if we did not take the time to say Thank You 
To Scotty B – thanks for the past 8 years as our VC National Officials Chair, you leadership, commitment 
and dedication for referee development across Canada was and will always be greatly appreciated.  To 
Scotty M, officially welcome aboard – truly excited for the next steps of VC and referee development.   
 
 
Submitted on behalf of the VNB Officials Committee 
 

Pat Thorne & Matt van Raalte  
 
Pat Thorne / Matt van Raalte  
Referees Chair 
Volleyball New Brunswick 
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Results 
 

2019 VNB Male Age-Class Provincials  

Finish 14U Male 16U Male 18U Male 

1 Reds 14UM Crimson VNE Lynx Dynamite 

2 Comets de Dieppe Spartans 15UM VNE Roussy 

3 Reds 13UM Crimson Spartans 16UM Spartans 

 

2019 VNB Female Age-Class Provincials 

Finish 13UF 14UF 15UF 16UF 18UF 

1 Kaboom Reds Crimson Reds Crimson Reds Crimson Reds 18U Crimson 

2 Spartans 13UM Panthers Bleu Diggers Spikers Dynamite 

3 As de Mad Vic Mosac Timberwolves Blue Mad-Vic Fuzion 18U HP 

 
 
 
 
  

2020 By the Beach Tournament 

Finish Female Male 

1 Biggs/Bond Beavis and Bumphead 

2 Mills/Boldon Donald Bump 
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Calendar 
 
September 1st, 2020: Club, Recreational and Coach Membership Registration Begins 
 
September 24th, 2020: Annual General Meeting, Fredericton 
 
December 1st, 2020: Competitive Player Registration Begins 
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Membership Breakdown 
 

Year Coach Referees Athlete Total 

2020 206 220 1415 1841 
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Treasurers Report  
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Volleyball New Brunswick 

900 Hanwell Rd, Suite 13 

Fredericton, NB E3B 6A2 

(506) 451-1346 

volleyballnb.org 


