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Chair - National Referee Committee Newsletter 

Fall 2020 Edition 
________________________________________________________________ 

GREETINGS  
 
Welcome to the inaugural newsletter as the overall purpose is to support ongoing communication, 

provide information, and recognize our referees from across Canada. I am both honored and excited as I 

accepted the Chair role of the National Referees Committee (NRC) through Volleyball Canada in June of 

2020.  This role, within Volleyball Canada, has had a long historical legacy in the development of volleyball 

referees in Canada. I have had the pleasure to work with and transition this past year with the past-Chair, 

Scott Borys. It is my intent to produce a newsletter quarterly. The National Referees Committee has been 

created to foster the growth and development of volleyball referees in Canada by providing leadership 

and strategic planning.  

 

It is my intention to support current initiatives and encourage new ideas for success in our Volleyball 

Canada referee development programs. These programs are to be a collaboration between our referee 

partners of sitting, beach, and indoor. Leadership, from my perspective, within the National Referee 

Committee is to provide an overall direction, allocate resources to support strategies, and delegate to 

empower stakeholders to support these program initiatives.  

 
 
REFREE RECOGINITION (in the spotlight)  
 
 

Referee Chloé Doiron (New Brunswick Level II) 
 

I am a 17-year-old student from Fredericton, New-Brunswick. I am currently in my 

fourth year of officiating volleyball and have recently become a certified level 2 official. 

When I began officiating, I was also a player. Hence, I was seeking better understanding 

of the rules in order to improve my personal game in addition to making money while doing something I 

genuinely enjoy. 

In my first year of officiating, knowing the rules and trusting that I knew when to apply them gave me a 

new sense of confidence, that I’ve carried with me ever since. One of the things I most appreciate about 

being a referee is the variety of ball level I get to officiate. However, adapting my standards according to 

the age groups or ball quality was a challenge for me in the beginning of my career. Throughout the years 

I’ve began working in the university setting as a scorekeeper, it has become something I very much look 

forward to. Being a part of the university referee corps gives me the opportunity to observe higher 

certified officials in action, learn the correct protocols and observe great volleyball, all of which allow me 

to better my personal officiating. Officiating has also allowed me to gain a deeper respect for the game of 
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volleyball. I take advantage of this by sharing the knowledge I’ve accumulated as an official, with players 

and newer officials. 

Although I’ve stopped playing volleyball, I very much remain part of the volleyball community thanks to 

officiating. I hope to continue my journey as an official for many more years and I look forward to the 

challenges imposed by the next levels of certification. 

 

Beach and Volleyball Referee Simon Ouellet (Quebec Level V and Level IV) 
 

I am 41 years old and I am now the sales director at Qualtech, a company based in Quebec 

City. I am currently an International Continental Beach Volleyball referee since 2017 and a 

National indoor official since 2015. I am the beach official’s coordinator for the province of 

Quebec since 2009 and an actively passionate official and mentor for both sports. I began 

refereeing back in 2005 while doing my master’s degree in chemical sciences at Laval 

University. At the time, I was refereeing an intramural league, and they offered to pay half 

the cost of the Local VB clinic to offer better refereeing services to players.  

I literally fell in love with this game a long ago as a player, but to start refereeing introduced me to a new 

and very interesting and exciting world where you can contribute to the growth of the sport you love, the 

growth of yourself as an individual, and later-on to the growth of other people, both as referees and 

individuals. This is this combination that keeps me motivated and going for all those years now. 

I began my journey on the beach in 2007, following a great learning experience as a line judge in a World 

Tour Event in Montreal, I then pursued my way on the beach as well as indoor for multiple years.  being 

dedicated and focusing on the moment, trusting the learning process we all must go through. Trust me, it 

is not an easy journey, but to invest yourself in your development as a referee will change your life for 

good and forever. I learned tremendous things about myself that helped me both on and off the court. 

However, the most important to me is I met a second family on the beach across the country and 

internationally. All the moments we shared on and off the courts are part of the most memorable 

souvenirs I have and will for sure continue to build more! 

 
 

ADMINISTRATOR RECOGNITION (in the spotlight)  
 

SCOTT BORYS – [past - National Official Chairperson]: 
 
Scott started his volleyball officiating career in Saskatchewan in high school in 1981 and 

has continued for the past 39 years. He achieved three promotions between 1984-1990, 

with receiving his Level V International in 2007. Scott travelled three times to the Unites 

States for international tournaments including the NORCECA Olympic Qualification 

tournament in California. Within Canada, he has refereed over ten years at either the college or university 

National Championships. Scott has also participated in various age class championships and Jeux Canada 

Games in 1989.  
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Scott’s level of commitment and assuming various administrative roles from a provincial and national is 

unparalleled.  In Saskatchewan, he has been the Regional Officials Chairperson for seven years, the Level 

III and IV Coordinator for over ten years, and has been a Referee Committee Executive Member since 

2000. From a Volleyball Canada perspective, Scott was the National Official Chairperson for nine years 

between 2012-2020; Chair/Member of the Level IV Promotions Committee since 2009; Referee 

Supervisor, Mentor, Assignor and Clinician since the 1990s to Present; and has fulfilled the role of Referee 

Supervisor at 10 college or university National Championships. Scott has been honored with various 

awards and recognition such as Saskatchewan Official or the Year/Service Award five times, Volleyball 

Canada Official of the Year – 2007, and for his strong dedication to administrative contributions, Scott 

received the Volleyball Canada Referee Lifetime Membership this year in 2020.  

 
 
 
LEADERSHIP ROLES – who we are 
 
 

RYAN BUNYAN – [Volleyball Canada Staff Member – Referee Development Manager (RDM)]:  
 
From 2007 – 2019, Ryan was responsible for the creation and implementation of the 

Program Manager role responsible for referees within Volleyball Alberta.  In 2019, his 

focus shifted to a national scale when he joined Volleyball Canada as the Referee 

Development Manager. 

 

In addition to the day to day operations of referee programming, Ryan has been heavily involved in the 

referee community lending his time and experience to several administrative positions.  Prior to his time 

in Alberta, he was the Zone Chairperson for Vancouver Island and actively involved in grassroots 

development.  Within Alberta, Ryan has held various roles for the Edmonton Volleyball Officials 

(grassroots development manager, secretary/treasurer); on a provincial level, he has been an active 

referee supervisor and mentor, chair of the level 3 development committee and an active member of the 

Volleyball Alberta Leadership Committee and Volleyball Alberta Referee Committee.  Nationally, Ryan is 

a certified Referee Supervisor, Referee Mentor and chair of the grassroots referee development 

programs. 

 

As a referee, Ryan’s high-performance career started in 2009 with the successful completion of Volleyball 

Canada’s Level 4 (National) program.   In 2015, he was formally ratified as an International Referee by the 

FIVB following his development clinic in Ankara, Turkey.  Ryan continues to be very active in both domestic 

and international competitions, continually pushing himself to be a better referee. 

 
 

 
DR. SCOTT McLEAN – [Chair - National Referee Committee (NRC)]:  

 

Scott has had a very long and distinguished referee career as he started refereeing in 

his first year of university after playing three seasons at the high school level and two 

seasons in club volleyball in Alberta. He shifted from playing to refereeing due to his diminutive height 
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before the introduction of the libero specialist position. He has held various administrative posts for 

Calgary Volleyball Officials (Zone Official Chairperson, referee supervisor, and referee mentor/evaluator); 

Volleyball Alberta (Regional Official Chairperson, Referee Mentor/Supervisor, and Discipline Committee 

Member); and Volleyball Canada (High Performance and International Referee Development Committee 

Member, Referee Mentor, and CCAA/U Sports National Championship Supervisor/Mentor). Three 

highlights of Scott’s international referee career were being assigned as R1 - Gold Men’s match – 2015 

Pan Am Games in Toronto; R1 – Gold Men’s FIVB Group 2 Finals in Australia; and his final international 

matches at the Men’s World Championship in 2018 in Europe (Italy and Bulgaria) into his retirement. It 

really is full circle as he received his international certification in his clinic in Sofia, Bulgaria.  

 

Scott’s professional background is in the area of a social services/justice consultant and educator. He is a 

registered forensic social worker and a psychologist; and holds a PhD (psychology) from the University of 

South Africa. He is a professor at Mount Royal University – Department of Justice Studies and has his own 

consulting/private practice in the area of trauma and vicarious trauma working with first responders. Scott 

is married for over 30 years and has four adult children aged between 26-20 years old. His family lived in 

Kenya for three years when the children were younger between 2005-2008. Current hobbies are outdoor 

pursuits, tennis, international travel, reading, and driving his convertible sports car.   

 
DIRECTION – priorities moving forward 
 
In January of 2020 in Toronto, the joint initiate between Volleyball Canada, Ontario Volleyball, and the 

Ontario Trillium Foundation provided an opportunity for a number of referees to participate in a two-day 

symposium on the topics of Gender Equity and Developing a Mentorship Program. The conversations and 

content were directly linked with the Referee Survey - your voices were heard in terms of your 

perspectives and experiences. The Participants were provided various concepts such as considering 

gender equity education and approaches (learning styles), teaching instruction and ongoing support for 

Level I and II referees, and understanding gender differences to enhance mentorship programs. These 

initiatives, programs, and strategies will be developed and amalgamated with our strategic planning 

described below. 

 

The direction over the next year to three years will be on four pillars - ‘Rs’ – recruitment, retention, and 

recognition, and respect in the workplace. These items were to be discussed National Referee Committee 

spring meetings, but with COVID discussions were a year in review and looking ahead to ‘what volleyball 

might look like.’ As part of the retention pillar and in terms of engagement, I am pleased that we have 

organized a number of webinars to support the referee membership with topics related to preparedness 

and mental wellness; the four topic areas are: waiting for the sport world to open , conflict resolution, 
psychology of refereeing, and a safe return to sport. A thankyou to Debbie Jackson and Ryan Bunyan for 

their efforts in organizing to make these possible. In a recent call with the Regional Officials Chairs (ROCs) 

from the provinces and territories, the four R’s were discussed and will be focused going forward. It is 

hoped that with ongoing communications with ROCs, best practices and strategies will build a stronger 

core of referees in terms of both quantity and quality.   
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Summary – closing remarks 
 
In closing, we have entered the year of 2020 with uncertainty of volleyball in Canada. We appreciate that 

there are many decisions made and still need to be made at the local, provincial/territorial, and national 

level based on best practices to ensure sport is safe for all participants including referees. As stated above, 

as the Chair - National Referee Committee, we will have ongoing communication and meetings with 

Regional Official Chairs as a method of keeping everyone informed. I wish you and your family wellness 

and care. Stay safe and stay connected. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 
Scott McLean, PhD, BCFT, RSW 
Chair, National Referee Committee | Président, Comité national des arbitres 
Volleyball Canada 
 

 
 
 
 


